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N3TTIK TAYLOR, Plaintiff, $ 
IN THE 

vs. 
I CIRCUIT COURT 

rOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF t 
BALTIMORE CITY, a Municipal FOR BALTIMORE COUNTY 
Corporation s 

Nettie Taylor, plaintiff, by William H. Lawrence and 

Edward L. ward, her attorneys, sues the Mayor and City Council 

of Baltimore City, a Municipal Corporation, defendant. 

For that the plaintiff owns certain valuable tracts 

or parcels of land together with the improvements thereon and 

located near Eastern Avenue in the vicinity of Baok River in 

Baltimore County in the state of Maryland; that the defendant, 

the "ayor and City Council of Baltimore City is a municipal cor

poration, incorporated and existing under the laws of the state 

of Maryland, and in pursuance of the powers and authority con

ferred upon it under the laws of the state of Maryland, has 

erected and constructed in the vicinity of Back River, near the 

intersection of Eastern Avenue with said River in Baltimore 

County, a plant for the collection and disposal of fecal matter 

and sewage from Baltimore City, and said plant being known and 

designated as a sewage Disposal Slant for Baltimore, into which 

said disposal plant the defendant at various intervals daily, 

and wrongfully and in utter disregard of the rights of the plain

tiff discharges and has for a long time discharged all the ac-

cumulations from the kitchens, bathrooms, water closets, mer-

cantile establishments, stables, streets and other places in 

said City of Baltimore, and which matter is spread out in a 

diluted condition through a system of drains and pipes at said 

disposal plant and covers a large area of lowland near unto 

the plaintiff's said property, and that there arises from said 

sewage, drains, pipes and disposal plant a horrible, sickening 
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and disease breeding stench, which at all hours of the day and 

night permeate the atmosphere surrounding the plaintiff's said 

property and is carried into and through the dwellings, rooms 

and other buildings thereupon located and owned by the plain

tiff, thus rendering said dwellings, rooias and buildings un

fit for occupancy, and rendering said buildings wholly and en

tirely unfit for the conduot of the business of the plaintiff, 

which is that of serving weals to diners, and that in conse

quence of Buch wrongful act and conduct of the defendant, the 

said property of the plaintiff has been greatly depreciated 

in value and practically destroyed for all useful purposesf 

and her business which she has thereupon conducted for a large 

number of years has been wholly destroyed by the acts and con

duct of the defendant aforesaid. 

WHEHEPORE the plaintiff brings this suit and claims 

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars (̂ 25,000) damages. 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

TO THE BEAKEDAWT» TAKE HOT ICE: 

That on the day of your appearance to this action 

a rule will be laid against you requiring you to plead to 

the above declaration within thirty days thereafter. 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 



NETTIE TAYLOR, Plaintiff, 

VS. 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
BALTIMORE CITY, a Municipal 
Corporation 

XV THE 

CIRCUIT COURT 

POF BALTIMORE COUNTY 

* • « 

The pla int i f f electa to have the above entit led 

cause tr ied before a Jury and prays leave of Court so to do. 

Attorney * S f t 3 & H 

TO THE DEFENDANT I 

Take Notice — That the Plaintiff in this action elects 

to have the same tried before a Jury. 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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X O.8079. 

..^ilsjtUje^Ta^lpx 
vs. 

yor and 31 tj Council of 
Bniti'rore City, B Municipal 
Corporation 

SUMMONS FOR DEFENDANT 

i 

Sheriff. 

Piled day 192-

V»n. H. Lawrence and 
Ed.rard L . «.ard 

Plaintiff's Attorney. 



LAW SUI1POKNA. 

Baltimore County, to wit: 
STATE OF MARYLAND 

To the Sheriff of Baltimore OfiMDOflK-— C-i-t̂ f- Greeting: 

You are hereby commanded to summon 

yfeyor-aad-Clty-Counoilx^- BRlUmomeity, 
._?_Ji^iiclj)r4-iM'PJ3ratlon 

of Baltimore SGXJOTSXto appear before the Circuit Court for Baltimore County, 

to be held at the Court House, at Towsontown, in and for the same county, 

on the 3 r d MONDAY of __3fttfJifiEfee^ 192__9 
• 

to answer an Action at the suit of 

Ne_tti_e_.4aJylp_r_ 

and have you then and there this writ. 

WITNESS, the Honorable T. SCOTT OFFUTT, Chief Judp;e of the Third Judicial Circuit of 

Maryland, the * ? ~ day of ?*9F_ in the year of 

our Lord one thousand nine hundred and «JC.U.£y_ J l j JJC 

Issued the 3 1 * * da? of » » $ « & « £ 192___9 

~" '̂x 7k 
Clerk of the Circuit Court for Baltimore County. 
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October 25, 1929, 

*****^MEMORANDUM****** 

File No. 54261 - Nettie Taylor vs. City. 

Today, I saw Mr. Albert-Lawrence in the corridor 

of the Court House, and he said that the Bill of Particulars 

in this case had not been filed as yet, but that it would be 

prepared and a oopy thereof sent to us at the time of filing 

in Court at Towson. 



y)ll»(* 

^^p^*^ 

1*1 w.y, fg Cntwt) ——-— 

.p> f4 a. flu) QW 
ftr&yw^ (UA&T) 

I 111 DM, tiffin ej-

m,o utt,-^^ 
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CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

Septentoer 11, 1929* 

J, i I 

Mr# Louis MoL. Iterrymsn, 
Clerk, Circuit Court for Baltimore 
Towson, Maryland, 

Bear Sir« 

EfFiDS, 

Bnol. 

la Mo.NflOTO - Kettle 
ay lor vsi^Mayor A City Council 

for B i l l of Particulars in 

would appreciate your f i l ing 

Tours truly. 

ERHEST P. FADUM. 

Assistant City Solicitor! 



99—yt-29—K. K. Co.—40,000 

CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

HETTIE TAYLOR, 

PLAIHTIFF. 

- v s -

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF 
BALTIMORE CITY, a Sftmicipal 
Corpora t ion , 

DEFENDANT. 

m THE 

CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR 

BALTIMORE C0UK1Y 

Ba l t imore , 

i t e attorne; 

The Iefendant, the Mayor and City Council of 

i t y So l i c i to r , 

Plainlj if i 'a claim. 

City So l i c i to r , Attorney''for the i3ayor 
and City Council of Baltimore, Defendant. 



W I L L I A M H . L A W R E N C E 
A T T O R N K Y A T L A W 

«OT F I R S T N A T I O N A L B A N K B U I L D I N G 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 

October 28, 1929. 

Attention: Mr. Davis, 

City S o l i c i t o r ' s Office, 
Court House, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Dear Mr. Davis , - -

Mr. Ward wrote me that a demand for 

a bill of particulars was served on me, and I signed 

for the same. I did not sign for any, and I did not 

authorize anyone in my office to sign such paper. So 

will you kindly send a demand to me at once so we may be 

able to comply to same. 

Yours truly, 



CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

October SO, 1929, 

Mr* Wn* H. Lawrence, 
207 First National B*r> Bldp>, 
Baltimore, Maryland* 

Dear Mr* Lerrencei-

Will you kindly be sure to let 

us hare a oopy of the Bill of Particulars at the tin* 

you filed itv 

Yours truly, 

ERKIBT F. ronu 

EFFJDS. Apsistant City Solicitor. 

Enel* 



m 
sntxs m i 

i 

• ) cvss council, OF MLTOIDK :, . 

•-jfcsidant* 

Bill "tioolars furnished IQT plaintiff upon the aamnd 

of the pefaad-nt, 

" • " " " » * » i . . . . . , » . i . i . i i . • . . . . . . . - 1 . « « . « ^ . 

!•%%!# Taylor, the Plaintiff, "by Pllltoa L. Lawrenee >:. 

•yc,, li; ice ,vitL Tuanrt 0 'tsidnnt 

for the partiouiarsi of her claim as set forth In the declaration filed in this 

cause, respectfully shows;-

1. AM the • '•d to in ti :% owied 

ay •:,' I ' >:. • ta4 which I t i s elaisn ocord&nee with 

rev* itlaa* aonalats ef the folloviag property, located 

, :ita%a af jtaylmAt* 

(a) AXl that propert, i Janoo 

BaJklay, e t . :.,l», M Xatntlff, tet< -a., 1S?11, recorded La the 

• of Baltimore bounty, In Liber .v,P.C« o« >?B, .. •uu'l improved 

by a frame hotol building* 

(b) a i l that property described in i »d from i^eorge 

. f i l l s , e t . a l . , to the Uaintlff , d ., l&l.'J, r l aaia 

records in Liber . . . Ho, 41 J, folio iniproved by a frame atorJ 

building* 

(c) And a l l that property* described in a :ror.j the 

Crown building and Loan Association, too., I t • ' (ttff end recorded in 

•aid records in Libor .;,?,G, Bo* 308, folio 165, a brici; 

dwell ing hour:--. 

MUMQEP OQHBT* 

- I -



> 

* 

2» Suit said &®e&3 give th© mates and "boun&a of said prop

erty, the qpatttilgr thoroof, and the respective locnt ad reads upon \?Mch 

Md( irties Mud, raid that this constitutes a l l of the | p | I l i r iWl of the 

plain-tiff. : which tilt Is ahlo to furaiah to the defendant in compliance 

with said doimnd. 

^Z^z^e 

/au^uj l^ftM^ 

av i for Plaintiff, 



insreiE mYLo ., 

Plaintiff, 

MITOR AKD CITT couwcxi 

BALMMDHB CITY, 

A Body Corporate, 

defendant. 

I ! BE ClRCaXT CO:.;' 

rCJ 

L': cot 

AT LAV* 

Additional B i l l of Par t icular Iff f i l e d l a com

pliance with the demand of the jjefaidant here in . 

F«r an addit ional or supplemental 'bi l l of par t icolara of 

the P la in t i f f upon I m a d of the Defendant, I i . int l ff herein , sayo:-

That on the 9th t Apri l , IX an 

•action i n thio court to recover d ia^ni them ex i t ' t l d a of her prop* 

«Tfcy» located in the vicini t , / • . near unto •astern LTHM in 

timore county, but tha i said act ion did net cover the ident ical propert ies 

aued for In th ia eauae, and. t ha t aaid damages sued for in said act ion of April 

9th, 1914, were only the damages affecting the property therein mentioned and 

was only for the damages accruing up to the time of the i n s t i t u t i o n of said, 

suit. 

as in Uuty, etc. 

Au^U //^t 
Attorneys for :dff. 





CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

Deoember 17, 1929. 

Mrs Fdward Ward, 
1624 Fidelity Building, 
B« 1 timore, liar y land • 

Dear r. nrdi-

are today fiilflg In 

loaod Is copy of plea xvhioh ws 

aptioned ease. 

YOUTB truly, 

ERNEST F. FADUM. 

Assistant City Solicitor. 

EFFiDS, 

Enol. 



8-29 WftCO 10M 

CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

IB, 1929. 

Mr. William Lav/renoe, 
7 East Redwood Street, 
Baltimore, Maryland• 

Dear Mr. Lawrencei-

are today filing 

r? 
Kettle Taylor vs . Llayor and 
City ^tmnoll of jBaltfaore. 

J^T* losed is copy of plea whleh vo 

onod on.? i . 

EFFiDG. 

Enol. 

Yours truly, 

ERSEST F. FADULI. 

Assistant City Solicitor, 



Co.—40.000 

CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

RETTIE TAYLOR, 

Plaintiff. 

-vs-

MAYOR 1 1 9 CITY COIfflCIL 
OF BALTIMOH , 

Defendant. 

IN THE 

CIRCUIT COURT 

FOR 

BALTIMORE COUNTY. 

And no?? comes the Defendant, the Kay or and City 

Council of Baltimore, a municipal corporation, by A. Salter Eraus, 

City Solicitor, its attorney, and for pleas to the Plaintiff's Declaration 

saye:-

EJY3 
plea that the/ Defendant did not 

commit the wrongs alleged. 

2# And for a second plea that the alleged cause 

of action did not accrue within three years before this suit. 

Ci/ty 'Solicitor-Attorney for 
Defendant. 

r̂ 



* 

WHS TAYLOR, 

Plaintiff, 

- VS -

LIAYGR A10) CITY CGUMC'IL OF 

BALTEJODD, A 30dy 

Corporate, defendant. 

IH THE CIBCUIT CO 

- OF -

COUNTY. 

AT 

Replication of Plaintiff to Pleats of Defendant, 

The Plaintiff herein, by William H. Lawrence and Mward L. 

Ward, her attorneys, for replication to pleas of the Defendant, filed in this 

action, eayat-

1. That she joins is3ue upon the first plea. 

2. (a) That said alleged cause of action did accrue 

within three years prior to the institution of this suit. 

(b) That a large portion of the property owned by the 

Plaintiff and nentioned in the Declaration and Bill of particulars was not 

covered by any prior suit instituted by the Plaintiff to recover damages against 

the i)ef endant in connection with said property. 

4/04*/,. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff, 



v » 
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CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

NETTIE TAYLOR, 
Plaintiff, 

IK THE CIRCUIT COURT 

F 0 E 

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF BALTMOE , 

Defendant. 
BALTIMORE COUNTY. 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE JUDGE OF SAID COURT; 

The Mayor and City Counoil of Baltimore, a municipal 

corporation, Defendant in this case, respectfully suggests that it cannot 

have a fair ai 

prays that an 

be transmitted 

3 accordingly 

reodrd */f said cause to 

A K D as in duty bound, ©to. 

City SoTicitor-Attorrey for' the Mayor 
and City Council of Baltimore, Defendant. 

STATE OF MARYLAND, 

CITY QP BALTI! 

TO-WIT: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day of May, 1930, 

before me, the subscriber, a notary Public of the State of Maryland, in 

and for the City of Baltimore aforesaid, personally appeared WILLIAM F. 

BEOEHING, Mayor of Baltimore City, and on behalf of the said Defendant, the 

<j I HMy-i f^ 



8U—1-4-2S—K. E. Co.—40.#00 

0 
CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

Mayor and City Council of Bait more, in the n.ove entitled cause, made 

oath in due fom of law that the matters and things contained in the 

foregoing petition are true to the best of his knowledge and belief, 

AS WITNESS my hand and notarial seal. 

Notary' Public. 

^ X 
j t i t ion and / i f f | dav l t , i t i s t h i s 

day of ?ray, 1930, by the Circuit Court for Baltimore County, 

O R D E R E D that the record of proceedings iii the above en t i t l ed 

ac t ion a t law be transmitted to the Cirouit Court for Howard County for 

t r i a l . 



O F F I C E P H O N E C O C K E Y S V I L L E . 75 - -M 
C. a P.. T O W S O N 124--W 

LAW OFFICE 

GEORGE HARTMAN 

ROOM 10. OFFUTT BUILDING 

TOWSON. MD„ March 9 t h , 192 2 . 

A. Wal ter Kraus , Esq.., 
C i ty S o l i c i t o r ' s o f f i c e , 

Bal t imore ,Hd. 

Dear Wal te r ; 

Complying with you request on each of a couple of 
visits of mine to your office in reference to the property of Mrs. 
Nettie M. Taylor, otherwise known as Mrs. Mitchell, I was talking 
with her again yesterday in reference to the sale of this property 
to the City, in case they would like to purchase the same. I 
believe you are familiar with the property,thsAyou understand it is 
leasehold and not fee simple; that there are'^Sao^large houses 
included in the property, I sh ould say on a rough guesstfrom twelve 
to fifteen rooms each, in addition to the hotel propeerty which she 
occupies, also the large pavilion,which she claims cost her to 
erect,prior to War time price, upwards of $7,000. 1 asked her to 
fix a price on this property so that I could submit the same to you. 
She thinks she should have at least $25,000 for all of her helongings. 
This of course includes the above mentioned houses and all her 
rights and interests. Between you and/11® as friends ,1 think she 
would be satisfied to take a smaller sum, but how much I am not in a 
position to say. If there is any chance of the City buying this 
property I would be obliged to you if you would advise me as promptly 
as possible, so that w e can get the wheels started in motion. 

I do not think she is going to make any attempt to serve 
meals this season for the reason that the horrible stench from the 
sewer has broken up almost entirely her whole cliantal. she advises 
me that on 1 numerous occasions last Summer parties would telephone 
her to have a meal prepared for ten or a dozen or more and that on 
several occasions after they had sit down to the table the wind 
shifted and they were obliged to get up and leave and go elsewhere, 
she of course losing the price of the ne als as well as the humilia
tion she was nut to. 

Any information you can give me will be greatly appreciated. 
Thanking you for past favors, and with kindest personal 

regards, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

(GH-L) 



28 C.P.Co. 20M 

CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

/ January 2nd, 1929 

Mr. Milton J. Ruark, 
Sewerage Engineer, 
unicipel Office Building, 
Baltimore, Maryland* 

Dear .cir: 

Mrs. Netti 
hag requested me t o adv i se he 
in purchasing her p roper ty a t 
approximately two aore8_o£ land 
end has a f rontage a f^a ta7a t^25 
the newer Road t o trie Back TCivvar B 

is a 

, formerly\i!ettie Taylor, 
he City would be interested 

er. This property consists of 
oining the sewerage disposal plant, 

on .'astern Avenue, extending from 
;e. The price quoted is vS,0OG.00. 

e good enough to advise me -whether this 
he standpoint of the Bureau of ̂ ev-era. 

Very truly ^ours. 

A.T/.K. 
R.R.I . City Solicitor 



M E M O R A N D U M 

— 0 O 0 — 

Mrs. Nettie Mitchell, nee Taylor, desires 

to sell to the City her place at Back River, having a frontage of 

approximately 325 feet on Eastern Avenue, extending from the Sewer 

Road to the Back River Bridge. 

Place consists of about two acres with a 

number of buildings - price asked $8,000.00 
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CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 

January 10th, 1929 

Mr, Milton J. Ruark, 
Sewerage Engineer, 
Municipal Offioe Building, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Dear Mr* Ruark: 

1 hare your lettep'of January 4th , together 
with blueprint showing propert ies in the area south of Eastern .Avenue 
between Island Point Road and Bfiok J'iihrejr, the purchase of whieh was 
considered several years ago byNtne Bureau of Sewers* 

tasire ltd think you for the information con
tained in yort" ,,!•%*»© r' and shallJ&e/glad to discuss the matter with 
you a t any tijrie you may deem *he purchase of these properties des i rab le . 

» # ^ L c ^ r \ a * d si 
iijne you may oe 

o Very truly yours. 

A.Ti.K. 
R.R.S. City So l ic i to r 



DEPARTMENT OF P U B L I C W O R K S 

B U R E A U O F S E W E R S 
MUNICIPAL OFFICE BUILDING 

ROOM 312 

January 4 t h , 1929 

Mr. A, Walter Kraus 
City S o l i c i t o r 

Dear S i r : 
Replying to your letter dated January 2nd, 1929 relative to the 

proposal of Mrs. Nettie Mitchell (formerly Nettie Taylor) that the city purchase 
certain property "belonging to her on the south side of Eastern Avenue just east 
of Island Point Road, I wish to say that this Bureau several years ago considered 
the purchase of all of the property in the area south of Eastern Avenue "between 
Island Point Road and Back River, and I am enclosing herewith a "blue print showing 
the several tracts in question, which information has been obtained from the record 
office at Towson, 

It would appear that the total assessed value of the property is 
$15,100,00, and no doubt to purchase or condemn it,would require a sum in excess 
of this figure. It would further appear that the property which Mrs, Mitchell 
has offerred the city for the sum of #8000,00 is subject to an annual ground rent. 
It is not at all likely that the city will ever need this property in extending 
the treatment units, but the sewage disposal plant should be isolated, so far as 
practicable, from land occupied and improved for dwelling purposes. 

In a conversation with Mr. Marchant a year or more ago, I think 
he expressed the opinion that when the city made settlement for odor nuisances 
in this area, the Mitchell people did not give a full release and suggested that 
the city might purchase it and thereby eliminate any litigation in the future, 

I will be glad to discuss the matter with you further, if you 
wish, but at this time would say that the expenditure involved would not warrant 
the purchase of these various tracts, and there would be nothing gained in purchas
ing the Taylor property and not acquiring the other tracts, except the question 
of litigation above mentioned. 

Very truly yours, 

MJR:EMW 
Copy-Mr. C, F. Goob, Chief Engineer 

Bureau of Sewers 

M I L T O N J. RUARK 
SEWERAGE ENGINEER 

SZoJUL-JI 

SEWERAGE^KN'GINEER 

APPROV; 5g? 
Chief Engineer 



/ 
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CITY SOLICITOR'S OFFICE 
^ 

7?y 

March 8th, 1329 

Mr. Luther K. R. Willis, 
213 St. Paul Place, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Deer Mr. 'Mills: 

relative to property 

Mitchell. 

in acquiring 

I "have yptfp/letter of March 6th, 

Ic Rivefr belonging to lira, Nettie 

ppreciate your offer to assist 

property from Mrs. Mltohell and shall 

•ail myself thereof in the event that I feel 

servioe in the matter. 

Very truly yours, 

R.R.S. City Solicitor 



T E L E P H O N E , P L A Z A B 2 0 O 

C A B L E A D D R E S S 

L A W O F F I C E S "WILPAUL" 

L U T H E R M. R. W I L L I S 
213 ST. P A U L P L A C E 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

March 6, 1929 

A. Walter Kraus, Esq. 
City Solicitor 
Court House 
Baltimore. 

My dear Mr. Kraus, 

Mrs. Nettie Mitchell has talked to me in regard to 

the City taking her property at Back River and Eastern Avenue, adjacent 

to the Sewage Disposal Plant. 

You will remember that some years ago Mrs. Mitchell 

entered suit against the city for damages to her property and recovered 

a verdict. This verdict did not fix payment of damages, but per

mitted the damages for the nuisance to be continuing. I understand 

that there have been certain overtures between Mrs. Mitchell and the 

City, looking towards a sale of this property as part of the Sewage Dis

posal Plant, and I shall be glad to aid it in any way, as I own certain 

ground rents out of Mrs. Mitchell's property. 

Very] tru2_y) yours, s-\ t 

HAUL. H A M M O N D 
A S S O C I A T E 
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NETTIE TAYLOR CASE 

Narr says - (1) Plaintiff owns certain valuable tracts or parcels 
of land with improvements located on Eastern Avenue 
in the vicinity of Back River. 

(2) That the City in pursuance of the powers and authority 
conferred upon it under the Laws of Maryland has erected 
and constructed a plant for the collection and disposal 
of sewage, into which plant the City at various intervals 
wrongfully and in utter disregard of the rights of the 
plaintiff discharges and has for a long time discharged 
accumulations from kitchens, bath rooms, etc., which 
matter has spread out in a diluted condition through 
drains and pipes of said plant and covers a large area 
of low land near plaintiff's property. 

(3) That there arises from said sewerage drainage pipes 
and disposal plant a horrible and sickening stench which 
permeates the atmosphere around plaintiff's property, 
thereby destroying the value of plaintiff's property. 

Bill of 
Particulars says - That the property referred to in the Declaration con

sists of the following: 

(a) Frame hotel building, situate on property conveyed to the 
plaintiff June 2, 1911,by James Barclay, et al, Liber W.P.C. 
378, Folio 488. V 
{This is evidently the hotel property involved 
in the former suit. See memorandum of April 
2, 1917, to Mr. Field and abstract of title). 

(b) Frame store building, located on land conveyed to the 
plaintiff May 27, 1913, by George R. Willis, et al, 
Liber W.P.C. 413, Folio 368. 

(This is evidently the frame dwelling house with 
store front involved in the former suit. See 
memorandum of April 2, 1917, to Mr. Field and 
abstract of title referred to therein). 

(c) Brick dwelling house, situate on land conveyed to the 
plaintiff November 28, 1911, by Crown Building & Loan 
Association, Liber W.P.C. 388, Folio 165. ̂  

(it is not clear that this brick dwelling house 
was included in the suit in 1917 although the 
abstract referred to in the memorandum to Mr. 
Field shows its conveyance. The memorandum was 
prepared by Mr. Colgan, and in it he says "the 
properties in question embrace three contiguous 
tracts of land" and after referring to the 3 story 
hotel and dwelling house with a store front, he 
speaks of a dancing pavilion and dining pavilion 
in the grove adjoining the hotel. 

In supplemental Bill of Particulars plaintiff says that 
her former action at law did not cover the identical 
properties sued for in this cause. 



The memorandum of Mr. Colgan contains the following: 

"The properties in question embrace three contiguous 
tracts of land. Upon the larger of these -which fronts 
on Eastern Avenue Road and binds on the River is located 
a three story hotel containing about sixteen bedrooms, 
a bar, dining room and lounging room. In the grove ad
joining the hotel there is a dancing pavilion and a 
dining pavilion. Next to this lot is another lot im
proved by a two and one-half story frame dwelling house 
and adjoining this is a two and one-half story frame 
dwelling house with a store front," 



April 23, 1931. 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Yesterday afternoon, I went to visit the Nettie Taylor 
property with William Lawrence, Esq. and William Merriken, Real Estate 
Agent, We saw Nettie Taylor and Bill or Spot Mitchell. I understand 
the property is in the name of Nettie Taylor, which is the maiden name 
of Mrs. Mitchell. I understood Nettie Taylor to say that she does not 
at present reside on this property, but I understand that Mitchell does. 
The memorandum of April 2, 1917, I had with me and read parts of it to 
them. I think the same property was involved in the previous suit. 
The description in this memorandum of April 2, 1917, of the property is 
correct except that one of the buildings is of brick instead of frame, 
that is the one referred to as a dwelling. Around this brick dwelling, 
there are wooden porches. All three of the properties, that is, the 
hotel, tho brick dwelling and the store property, front on Eastern Avenue. 

Nettie Taylor said that the suit in 1914 was simply for 
"the business." I suppose she meant by this for the hotel business. 
The hotel is still run to a limited extent. They had probably a dozen 
tables, each of which would seat four, in the dining room, and these tables 
were set with paraphernalia for serving meals. They said they still keep 
sufficient servants and are able to furnish meals to people who drop in 
there. Their contention was that very few people stay all night at the 
hotel and very few local people will come there for meals because, they 
say, of the smell from the sewerage plant. Tourists, they say, do stop 
there occasionally and take meals. 

The buildings are in a dilapidated condition, though some 
painting has been done on one of them, I think it is the store property, 
with a view of trying to rent it, but they were unable to do so. To 
the rear and on the south of the properties fronting on Island Road, which 
seems to be a private cinder road between the City's property and the Taylor 
property, are three or four houses which, like the Taylor property, border 
on Back River. 

ALLEN A. DAVIS 
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PROSPECTIVE WITNESSES 

William Hoffmeister lives in the first house adjoining the Taylor 
property on the south. His house fronts on Highland 
Point Road and runs back to the River. 

f. Adam Benhoff and 
Mary Benhoff,his wife 

f^Y¥^ ^^jM J ^ 

lives in the second house to the south of the Taylor 
property. His property fronts on Island Point 
Road and runs back to the River. 

fP 

<•, \ v r • Jar .es M. Bob a r t 
and Caroline Bobart, 
his wife 

lives in the third house to the south of the Taylor 
property. Their house fronts on Island Point Road 
and runs back to the River. Bobart's property runs 
back to a little bridge - to the City line on the 
south. 

G-

Elgin Moffett 

A~ 

' 

resides on City's property to the south across the 
bridge. Mr. Moffett has been living on City property 
for the past 35 or 40 years. It is believed he will 
be a good witness for the City. He does not work 
for the City but rents from the City. 

(\ 

''tU\* (hr^fi4^*^ %&£> <^£ 

lcrtl Oscar Meyers 

0^,\ &>4u«MiL^ 

resides further south on City property and has re
sided there for the past 4 or 5 years. He is an 
employee of the City and has been working at the 
Plant for the past 12 or 14 years. Moffett and Meyers 
are men with families. 

These are all the parties living on the same side of 
Island Point Road as the Taylors. 

Jar.es
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September 21stT 1915. Net t ie Taylor v s . Ci ty . 

M E M O . 

Statement of O.J. Requardt, Acting Division Engineer, 

Sewage Dsiposal P l a n t , Back River. 

P lant in process of being completed from 1907 on to da t e . 

Put in operation in Apr i l , 1911. 

Actual work s t a r t e d about in the Spring of 1908 • 

Property called Spot Mi tche l l ' s Back River Park, which i s 

claimed t o be owned by Net t ie Taylor. 

I t i s 2,000 feet from the nearest point oi the Disposal Pl&ntj 

to the property of the p l a i n t i f f s . 

On the Mitchel l property (Nett ie Taylor) there i s a h o t e l , 

a long pavi l l ion with danoe f loo r , a meeting house and p i e r . 

Does not. know what i s on the Casby proper ty , but wi l l find 

ou t . 

The p l a i n t i f f claims tha t her property was injured by two 

d i f fe ren t t h i n g s : F i r s t , the sludge from the t a n k s ; second, the 

sewage frorr. the tanks . 

The sewage comes down an ou t - fa l l sewer about &£ miles long; 

i t en ters a chamber where the coarser mater ia ls are cleaned ou t ; i t 

then passes through a mediation tank wher» th* sewage i s measured. 

The veloci ty i s so decreased tha t the sol ids in the sewage are p r e -
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oip l ta ted to the f loor of the t ank . 

At «he end of a cer ta in period the tank i s discontinued 

from use and another bank i s s t a r t e d . 

We. pump out the l iquid and we remove the s o l i d s , so-cal led 

sludge, into separate sludge digestion tanks . I t lays in these 

tanks for a period of from 3 to 6 months, when we pump i t down onto 

-, spread i t on one foot thick and l e t i t d ry . When i t 

ccm*8 to the bottom of the mediation tanks i t i s a thiok gray. 

WhTi i t comes 4ut of the sludge tanks i t has not an unpleasant smell . 
,,r~ pux I t down on these sand beds, and, as far as I can remember, 

I have never smelt these sludge beds. Th° sludge does not smell 

on the sludge bedB; i f proper care i s taken of th» tanks no small 

wi l l emanate from these beds . Th° l iquid as i t passes through the 

tank i s thrown off a t one end into an ou t l e t channel; then it, passes 

through the control house and then controlled in to 6 f i l t e r ed beds 

where i t i s sprayed through the a i r and continuing down through 

8f feet of broken soone in to an under-drain f l oo r ; the roe from the 

south end of the f i l t e r ed beds i t goes into t h e s e t t l i n g bas ins , 

the s e t t l i n g basins being p rac t i ca l l y the same as the mediation 

tanks , where more s o l i d s , i f any, a re removed; then i t goes into 

the power house and then 2400 feet into the r i v e r . 

If the humidity i s high the smell from the tanks w i l l s tay 

on the ground. On a c lear day you can walk around these tanks and 

won't smell a th ing . If there i s a breeze blowing the smell wi l l 

go over to the proper ty . As far as the sludge beds are concerned, 

I am su re t h a t the smell does not go as far as t h e i r property. I f 

the weather conditions are r ight t h e smell is l i ab l e to go over as 

far as t h e i r proper ty . We have t r i e d various methods of reducing 

The odor in the sev7age as i t a r r ives a t the p l a n t . 

- 2 -
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The words "disease "breeding stench" in the declarat ion 

are open to quest ion. 

Hone of our men have ever "been slack due to the fact of 

working around the Disposal P l a n t . 

The following wi l l "be able to t e s t i f y : 

John J . Heal , 

Theodore A. Schaetzle , 

G.J. R^quardt, 

Arthur B. M o r r i l l . 

I 
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S. S. F IELD, 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. E^partmrni cf Saw, 

tynrg 10. Wrrku. CCIrrk 

(Smut guitar 

Baltimore, Mi. 

FRANK ORISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR., 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS, 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. FIELD, 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. S^partmeni at IGaui, 

tytu-j) ID. Wtrke. CClcrU 

(ttlUirt BjlUtBP 

Baltimore, Mb. 

FRANK DRISCOLL, 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR., 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 

/XV 6tsC< CASHJZSO 

2 ^ 

<^Cf ^i^i^/ *j^-^f JZn_^-x^~X yyi 

A>£*-*-^K^ £3L-V-T—*/ vnn^C- '£Z^y^<-*«s<? ~£<LeV>-s» 

Oz_ e\_ 

at- irtr^A, J^y^^^^o <z^> ££&; Caxt^Jl! & / a&^uc^f^ . r~in, c^x^ye 



S. S. F I E L D . 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. 

tynrg SI. Itlrrka. Clerk 

fflmirt lijmiflr 

Salttmor*. Mb. 
3 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR., 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS, 

A S S I S T A N T CITY SOLIC ITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. F I E L D , 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. 

IN REPLY REFER TO PILE NO 

S^jrarttttettt tff Earn, 
Vitntg W. WnhB, (Clerk 

(fiuurt Sjmiar 

Baltimore. fMo. 
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y^Asi^c^^ ^ I ^ V S L C ^C^ c^cso-z* 

FRANK DRISCOLL, 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR.. 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 
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S. S. F I E L D . 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. Skpartm?nt of l&aro, 

ijriini TO. Wrrka. ffilrrb 

(finurt iHmtHr 

Baltimore. Ho. 
J" 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH. JR.. 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS, 

A S S I S T A N T CITY SOLIC ITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. F IELD . 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. S^partmrnt of IGaro, 

^riirji » . HIrrho. CIrrk 

(flnurt Ufauat 

Satttmon?. Mb. 
&> • 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR.. 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. F I E L D , 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. Srjrartttwnt of Kauj, 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH. JR.. 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

$mrg W. Wetka. ffilrrk 

ffinmt ijmtB? 

Baltimore, fHiL 
7. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. F I E L D , 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. Stfpartettt of Sato, 

Sipurii W. WttUe. ffllrrk 

(Oiutrt iJjnuer 

laLttator*. 4H&. 

/ • 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR., 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS, 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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S. S. FIELD, 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON, 

DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. fttpnvtmmt of Saro, 
Vjttitg » . Wrrlta. Oilrrk 

(fiimrt IJAUBP 

Sulthnnr*. Mb. 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH. JR.. 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS. 

ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 

j/t^r-jJ g^A, A^J £3L«J Jr*J< . 
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S. S. F I E L D , 
CITY SOLICITOR. 

ALEXANDER PRESTON. 
DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR. Separtttwnt of Earn, 

tynrjj V. Wvtka, (Slrrk 

Court guitar 

Ualttmor*. Mi. 

/° • 

FRANK DRISCOLL. 
ROBERT F. LEACH, JR., 
BENJAMIN H. MCKINDLESS, 

A S S I S T A N T CITY SOLIC ITORS. 

IN REPLY REFER TO FILE NO 
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SEWERAGE COMMISSION 

CALVIN W. HENDRICK, 
Chief Engineer 

•IP ^ > - L * l.TJ • j T ~ W^& ^fW 

Baltimore, October 14, 1915. 

Mr. Alexander Preston, 

Deputy CityBolicitor. 

Dear Sir: 

In connection with the names of witnesses I have sent you 

who have volunteered to testify for the City in the Disposal Plant 

suits, Mr. James Gilmour, Ho.815 S. Broadway, who owned large tracts 

of land in this vicinity, called at the office and voluntarily stated 

that the odor from the Disposal Plant is no worse than the odor from 

the night soil deposited there in the past, and that he wanted to 

see the City get justice. I am therefore sending you his name and 

address so you can have it with the other names when you want the 

witnesses. 

Yours truly, 

Chief Engineer 



. • -**th« X9T.5 > 

Mr. Calvin ". l eadr iok . 

Chief Engineer 

Dear S Lr : -

Learning the question of tho emit of Settla raylor and 

Catherine Cask/ against the City on account of odors, I hare nta&e up 

tables showing the results -jf odor observations which have been con

ducted here sines 1913. 

Nearly every day at various hears a raan ha3 walked around the 

plant at the border of the -area o*er which' odors oanlfl be detected and h 

written dona a record of Mr observations. These records arc- on file at 

this offine artd winl be brought to court. 

Die 1 

Observation for odora made by laboratory nen in the quadrant of a 3ESX circle 

toward the Bask River Bridge, using bh i i the center of tl 

circle. Observations were taken always when the wind wa3 blowing in this 

direction, The number of observations In this baadrant with average dis-
total 

tanoe of odor ffroa source ars given together with; number of observations 

around the whole plant. Observations are totaled in months. 

ith Total no. Total No-observations Average dia 
Observations in this quadrant odor observed from 

source in quadrant 
3 300 ft. 
7 445 • 
| 840 " 
6 1250 » 

1913 February 
i 
April 
May 

9 
2? 
17 
24 i 



o.w.i. - #2 

1913 Juie 48 23 380 ft. 
20 535 " 
13 785 " 
6 850 " 
5 380 " 
3 335 " 
3 635 " 

Ju ie 
J u l y 
August 
Sep tember 

O c t o b e r 
November 
December 

T o t a l 

J a n u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 

roh 
A p r i l 
May 
Juno 
J u l y 
August 
Soo t e m b e r 
O c t o b e r 
IJovemoer 
December 

T o t a l 

J a n u a r y 
F e b r u a r y 
March 

•11 
May 
Jxtno 
J u l y 
August 

Sep tember 

48 
61 
37 
36 
22 
14 
15 

306 

9 
22 
22 
23 
21 
21 
25 
24 
11 
81 
22 
81 

242 

25 
83 
27 
24 
26 
29 
2? 
22 
17 

94 

1 
5 
5 
6 
6 
8 
9 
9 
1 

10 
5 

65 

1915 January 4 

4 
6 
6 
9 

: 4 
4 

576 

300 
500 

1120 
715 
900 
575 
735 
720 
200 
480 
460 
000 

663 

570 
500 
825 

14 HO 
1535 
1035 

600 
725 
J60 

* t 

f t . 
t i 

t t 

H 

i t 

n 
t t 

?t 

i t 

•n 
t t 

n 

>t 

f t 
i t 

i t 

t t 

t t 

i t 

f t 

t t 

i t 

Total 206 43 998 ft. 

Table II 

Observations made at the Want end of 3aok Hirer Bridge by two 

laborers employed at this plant at abottt 7 A.M. and 4 p. K. an-? 12 Midnight. 

Date of Number of Number of I'lraea the odor 
Observations Observations from the plant was detected. 

April 24 - 50 1913 26 6 
May 1 - 31 1913 116 25 

Systematic observations made at Hollywood Park by Chemist, Assistant 
v^erdst or Asst. Mechanical iingi aeor 

Juie 1913 5 0 
July 1913 23 0 
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August 1913 22 0 
September 1913 16 0 

systematic Observations na-le %\ or near Mitchell's Property "by 
Chemist or A33t. Cheni3t, accompanied by other employees at tines. 

Zhutber of ti .-.33 the odor 
from the plant was detected, 

0 
1 
3 
0 
2 
1 
0 

Sum of a l l t he se observa
t i o n s 822 36 

Table 1 Shows t h a t odors have been de tec ted n g r e a t e r d i s t a n c e 

from t h e p l a n t t h i s year than in 1915 or 1914. I t h ink fchr p e c u l i a r 

weather cond i t i ons of tJ i is year ore l a r g e l y the cavac of t h i s . 

ftespestfully. 

Acting Li v. 33(lna*r« 

L a t e of 
O b s e r v a t i o n s 

A p r i l 
May 
Juno 
J u l y 
August 
Sep tember 
Oc tobe r 

1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 
1914 

•lumber of 
Obs e r v a t t o n s 

5 
22 
27 
24 
23 
11 

2 
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diving :;axirrm' 

- jy 

20 12 60 

.2 3 36 17 68 r* 

12 8 33 15 62 24 100 

12 10 42 

. 

25 11 46 12 50ll2; 50 

5 36 3 

53 7 12 60 

55 8 88 

27 14 64 19 86 

13 2 13 
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JNO. D. BLAKE, M. D. 
COMMISSIONER 

W. T. HOWARD, M. D. 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 

THOS. L. RICHARDSON, M. D. 
QUARANTINE OFFICER 

A. H. WOOD, M. D. 
SECRETARY 

c* . * * 
# 

H E A L T H DEPARTMENT 

Report of the Plumbing Division, Health Department. 

^ 
First property connected to City Sanitary Sewer 
System, October 28th, 1911* 

Number of connections* 

October 28th, 1911 to December 31st, 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 

January 2nd to March 31st, 1917, 

1912, 

Total 

10,039 
16,536 
17,623 
23,313 
15.532 
831643 
3.574 
86,617 



R . E . L E E M A R S H A L L 

CITY SOLICITOR 

D E P A R T M E N T O F LAW 

217 C O U R T H O U S E 

B A L T I M O R E . M A R Y L A N D 

November 4th, 1933. 

James A. Young, Esq., 
Clerk, Court of Appeals of Maryland, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Dear Sir:-

Will you kindly send me a copy of the record and 

briefs in the case of Nettie Taylor vs. Mayor and City Council of 

Baltimore. This record is No. 26 in the Court of Appeals of 

Maryland, and was filed July 12th, 1916. The case was tried in 

Howard County, and is recorded in 130 Md. 133. 

Very truly yours, 

0 MD-Q. 

-0 

•i A 

r 
4 IT 

^ ^ L ^ / ^ / ^ ^ , 
Assistant City Solicitor. 

/* c& 


